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Event
Last Day for Students
National Day of Mourning
Staff Development Day
Term 4
Term 4 students return
P&C Meeting
P&C Trivia Night
CUBS
Dental Clinic
Last Day of Term 4

Up and coming events
Year
Date
Staff

Kindy 2023
K-6

Note Due/Cost

Wednesday 21 September
Thursday 22 September
Friday 23 September
Monday 10 October
Monday 17 October
Friday 21 October
Tuesday 25 October
31 October to 4 November
Monday 19 December

7pm in the staffroom
Details below

This newsletter is published fortnightly, the next on Thursday 13 October 2022
The next assembly will be tomorrow Friday 16 September 2022 – 2 pm in the hall

Class Awards – Academic Achievement Award
K:

Conor S: for using phonics knowledge to read and write
Neiko P: for working hard to achieve her writing goals

1/2:

Dane K: for presenting the Acknowledgement of Country beautifully at assembly
Zannah B: for presenting her speech on ‘Taiwan’ successfully and for making it to the next stage of
the competition

2/3:

Kora M: for trying her best in all learning areas
Andy O: for working hard to achieve his writing goals

3/4:

Charlie C: for outstanding effort and application learning to add and subtract fractions
Edward W: for using neat, cursive writing

5/6:

Rubedo P: for using decimals and percentage confidently to explain the probability of events
Archie M: for using detailed and figurative language to create descriptive characterisation

Positive Behaviour Learning Awards (PBL)

K:

Angus V: for making strong choices and using flexible thinking

1/2:

Oliver O: for showing he is a strong, safe and respectful learner

2/3:

Bella N: for being a strong, safe, respectful learner in class at all times

3/4:

Jasper B: for showing he is a strong, safe, respectful learner during class discussion

5/6:

Mina F: for using focus and effort in the classroom to achieve her personal best

Read and Discover Awards (RAD)
50 Nights (Bronze Award): Harley O; April K; Mason M
100 Nights (Silver Award): Conor S: Elsie A

Positive Behaviour Learning (PBL) Awards
50 Gallies: Ned W; Charlotte T; Sophie W; Eva P; Charlie O; Elodie B; Theo V; Samira J;
Riley M; Imogene R; Harry W; Georgia A; Edward W; Charlie M; Benji B

Principal’s Address
Dear Parents and Carers
Cannot Wait - Central Coast Dance Festival 2022!
Tonight our dance group performs at the Laycock Street
Theatre at 6pm and 8pm and I can’t wait to watch and
cheer them on. Our students and staff have put in a huge
amount of effort and lots of
commitment. Congratulations
to Miss Nunn and Mrs
Dowling for a well choregraphed dance, fabulous organisation and
professionalism throughout. A special thank you to those teachers that supported
Miss Nunn and Miss Nunn’s costume assistant Mrs King! Thanks also to Mr
Kirkland for your assistance in organisation and the great team work you have
shown this term.
Congratulations University Interns!
A congratulations and well done to Mrs Perkins and Mr Kirkland on completion of
your internship at Holgate. Thank you for your contributions, teaching and learning
over Term 3. All the best in your future teaching careers.

Stunning Hall Mural Finished!
Our hall mural has been completed and looks amazing, please see final artwork pictures. Future
improvements will continue in the area in 2023 which will include extension of the gravel area and installation
of a sandstone yarning circle with the Acknowledgement of Country etched into the sandstone. Keeping this
area clear, neat and a space for learning will be the priority moving forward.

Peer Support Program
Our Year 6 students have been undertaking Peer Support on Friday 12:20pm across the school. Please see
inserted pictures of students teaching their Peer Support Groups. It is such a great leadership opportunity.
Thank you, Mrs Papps, for developing and organising this year’s program.
School Attendance Targets!
All schools have mandatory school targets in
learning, wellbeing, and attendance. One goal
we are really working hard on is the attendance
goal of 90% of students attending greater than
90% of the time. Research indicates that
attending school improves the learning and
wellbeing of students and that higher attendance leads to better life and learning outcomes. At Holgate Public
School we are currently at 52.3% for greater than 90% attending 90% of the time (9/9/2022) performing above
Brisbane Water, equal to State and below SSSG (like schools). Please continue to communicate through
email, phone, SkoolBag and text messages student absences and help us reach our school target!
Congratulations Clara R and Harry W
Congratulations to Clara R and Harry W for making it last Friday to the Regional Final for the Premiers
Spelling Bee. Both did a fabulous job under serious pressure and represented our school and themselves
with pride. We are super proud of you both!

SASS Week Recognition
This week we have acknowledged the hardworking SASS
staff at our school Mrs King, Mrs Bergan, Miss Trudi and Mr
Mark. Our SASS staff assist our teachers, students, parents
and carers with so much often going above the role and
responsibility required. We thank them for the effort and
commitment day in and day out.

Zones of Regulation Weeks 9-10 and Term 4
Zones of Regulation lessons have begun this week.
This curriculum provides students and teachers with
an easy way to think and talk about how we feel on the
inside and how to sort these feelings into four coloured
zones, all of which are expected in life. Once we
understand our feelings and zones, we can learn to
use tools/strategies to manage our different zones to
meet goals like doing schoolwork or other tasks,
managing big feelings, and healthy relationships with
others. The simple, common language and visual
structure of the Zones of Regulation helps make the
complex skill of regulation more concrete for learners
and those who support them. Please see our visual
displays and lessons inserted.
AECG Nomination Award Ivy K 2022
Our school has nominated Ivy K in 3/4 for dedication
in learning for the Tjudibaring AECG awards. We wish
Ivy the best of luck early Term 4 when successful
nominees are announced.
School Counsellor
Just letting parents and carers know that our school
counsellor has been on sick leave and will not be
returning until next term. There has been no
replacement. We hope for a speedy recovery. We have
been allocated a few additional wellbeing days which
we hope to utilise soon.
The school is currently sourcing additional time to make
up for assessments and programs that have stalled this
term due to staff absenteeism. If your child has been
nominated for social emotional groups these are
currently being planned for Weeks 1-7 on a Wednesday
with Mrs Bender. Students requiring assessments we
will continue to work through our list throughout Term 4 and Term 1 2023.
Staff Long Service Leave
Next term Mrs Rodwell will be on leave weeks 1,2 and 4 with no replacement. Mrs Dowling will be on leave
Week 5 Monday 7 November to Thursday 10 November with Mrs Nguyen covering Kindy.

COVID guidelines update
Please see the changes to the COVID guidelines effective from Friday 9 September:


Positive COVID-19 cases isolation is reduced from seven days to five days from Friday 9
September, this applies to staff and students with no symptoms at five days.



seven days isolation would remain for workers in high-risk settings including aged care, disability
care and those providing care in the home.

In school settings staff, students and visitors who have tested positive to COVID-19 must:


complete five days of isolation from the date they tested positive



be symptom-free before returning to school, if symptoms remain after Day five they must continue
following NSW Health guidelines to self-isolate and undertake a rapid antigen test (RAT)



complete a RAT and return a negative result before attending school on Days six and seven after
testing positive to COVID-19, and



wear a mask on Days six and seven when attending school (for all staff and those students aged 12
years and older).

Kind Regards - Vanessa Gordon Principal

School News
Public Speaking
Last Thursday 8 September we held our whole school public speaking event in the hall. Congratulations to
the following stage finalists for successfully presenting your well-prepared speeches in front of teachers,
parents, fellow students, and an independent adjudicator:
Early Stage 1: Olive B; Samuel W; Ellie T; Charlotte B; April K
Stage 1: Oliver O; Ava M; Zannah B; Knox B; Bella N

Stage 2: Jasper B; Jayda T; Bronte M; Harry W; Ivy K (Absent)
Stage 3: Abbey J; Gigi B; Lucia P-B; Sienna F; Clara R (Absent)
You all did a fantastic job and should be very proud of yourselves.
The following students were the winners and runners up on the day:
Early Stage 1: Winner: Samuel W - R/U: Olive B
Stage 1: Winner: Ava M - R/U: Zannah B
Stage 2: Winner: Jayda T - R/U: Bronte M
Stage 3: Winner: Lucia P - R/U: Gigi B
These students have now progressed to Round 1 of the Central Coast Public Speaking finals which will take
place on Wednesday 21 September here at Holgate Public School. They will be presenting their speeches
to an adjudicator and students from five other schools.
We wish them the very best of luck.
Julie Papps
Cyber Safety Awareness Month
Our staff and students will be engaging in Cyber Safety lessons during Week 2. With the ever-increasing
digital world it is important to acknowledge the significant opportunities and safety challenges that students
face in online environments. As educators we wish to empower all students to participate meaningfully in the
design, development, and implementation of their online safety education.




K, 1 and 2 - Ollie Online - online safety and digital citizenship
3 and 4 - Be an eSafe kid - Be safe and be supporting
5 and 6 - Habits of a Safe Digital Citizen.

Make sure you ask your students after this timeframe what they can be aware of to be safe online.
Rebecca Rodwell
BINS! BINS! BINS!
Our brand-new bin system is up and running out in the Holgate playground. We now have multiple recycling
initiatives running, as both Curby and Return and Earn are successfully being used by both students and
staff. We have built our understanding of soft plastics, food scraps, 10c recyclables and general waste to use
the bins correctly. Watch this space to see what we achieve with our recycling regime!
Cailin Nunn

Central Coast Dance Festival (CCDF)
The Stage 3 dance team have worked tirelessly all year to put together their performance for Central Coast
Dance Festival and tonight is the night! The dance team will be performing at Laycock Street Theatre at both
6pm and 8pm. We cannot wait to see all your hard work pay off. We would also like to thank the community
and staff that have helped along the way, from costumes, car-pooling to make-up, it has truly been a group
effort. GOOD LUCK DANCERS!
Cailin Nunn and Alison Dowling

Positive Behaviour Learning (PBL)
The Zones of Regulation lessons and
posters have been distributed to all
classrooms and learning spaces and
classes have begun taking part in learning
what the zones of regulation are and what
each zone looks and feels like. This is to
build students emotional intelligences and
assist the classroom teacher to know
where students are throughout the day,
emotionally, which essentially allows
teachers and students to have an open
line of communication emotionally. This
assists with behaviour management as
well as giving students power to check in
emotionally, identify a particular emotion
and give students tools to work with to
bring them back into the learning zone.
Gally Rewards Day
Hooray we've made it to the end of term
again! Gally can't wait to celebrate all our
behaviour successes! Gally rewards day
will be held Tuesday 20 September after
lunch. All students have been given the
option of selecting a session from the
shopping list, and some may have chosen
some additional rewards. Each term these reward sessions change based on student input. Class teachers
will send home student shopping lists, with selections highlighted, so your child remembers what they have
chosen. We are looking forward to another fabulous rewards day and hope you are too!

Tell Them From Me (TTFM)
This Term, our school will be participating in the Partners in Learning parent survey, another part of the Tell
Them From Me suite of surveys (student, teacher and parent surveys) on student engagement. The survey
asks parents and carers questions about different factors that are known to impact on student wellbeing
and engagement.
Running this survey will help our school understand parents’ and carers’ perspectives on their child’s
experience at school. These include: communication between parents/carers and staff, activities and
practices at home and parent/carer views on the school's support of learning and behaviour. This valuable
feedback helps guide future school practical improvements.
The survey is conducted entirely online on smartphones, iPads, tablets, laptops or computers. The survey
will typically take 15 minutes or less to complete and is completely confidential. The parent survey opens
Monday 5 September and concludes in Term 4 on Friday 4 November. Although participating in the
survey is entirely voluntary, your responses are appreciated.
More information about the survey is available at: education.nsw.gov.au/ttfm.
To access the survey for our school go to:
http://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/holgate2022

The survey is available in 23 languages.
Your time and opinion is very much appreciated.
Thank you - Rebecca Rodwell – Assistant Principal

P & C News

Much Awaited Trivia Night is Coming!!!
When: Friday 21 October - Time: 7pm till late - Cost- $30 per head
Fancy dress plus theme your Team
If you would like to book your table of 10-12 please email holgatepandc@gmail.com with your team names
and theme. Your payment needs to be made as a whole table (not single tickets) of 10 or 12, so $300 or
$360. Payment can be made online to the P&C ACCOUNT or cash can be handed to the office.
Please reference with “TeamNameTrivia”
P&C Meeting
Our next P&C Meeting will be held in the staffroom office at 7pm Monday 5 September 2022. Keep an eye
on the Facebook page for the online link.
Don’t forget to join our Holgate P&C Facebook Page and the Holgate Canteen Page for updates.

