
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

This newsletter is published fortnightly, the next on Thursday15 September 2022 

The next assembly will be tomorrow Friday 2 September 2022 – 2 pm in the hall 

Class Awards – Academic Achievement Award 
 

K: Ellie T: for trying hard to explain her thinking in maths 

 Toby S: for slowing down and using sounds to decode words 

1/2: Hugo V: for improved confidence and hard work on his speech presentation 

 Elsie A: for confidently presenting her speech to the class! 

2/3: Evie B: for working hard to include capital letters and punctuation in her writing 

 Sami P: for working hard to count by hundreds and thousands off the decade 

3/4: Hugo S: for his consistent application during reading activities 

 Lachie M: for an amazing factual speech on bananas 

5/6    Cayleb R: for using more than one strategy to prove his thinking in multiplication 

 Billie M: for challenging herself in writing to include complex devices to persuade    

 

Up and coming events 
Event Year Date Note Due/Cost 

CC Dance Festival Rehearsal Dance Group Friday 2 September $25 due now 
P&C Meeting  Monday 5 September 7pm in staffroom 
CCDF Performance Dance Group Thursday 15 September  
P&C Trivia Night Adults Friday 21 October Change of Date from 28/10 
Last Day for Students  Thursday 22 September  
Staff Development Day Staff Friday 23 September  
Term 4 students return  Monday 10 October  
Dental Clinic K - 6 31 October to 4 November  

Phone: (02) 4367 7444 

Email: holgate-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au   Web: https://holgate-p.schools.nsw.gov.au 
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Positive Behaviour Learning Awards (PBL) 
 

K: Sam W: for always using nice words, friendly actions and helping others 

1/2: Sierra D: for being a strong learner and independently presenting her speech to the class! 

2/3: Cleo M: for always showing resilience when things don’t go to plan 

3/4: Theo V: for showing he is a strong and respectful learner at school 

5/6: Finn P: for always giving every aspect of his learning 100% 

Read and Discover Awards (RAD) 

 
50 Nights (Bronze Award):  Charlotte B; Savannah W; Henry M; 

100 Nights (Silver Award): Dane K; Archie M; 

150 Nights (Gold Award):  Bella N; Ava M; 

Positive Behaviour Learning (PBL) Awards 

 
50 Gallies:   Hugo M; Henry M; Zannah B; Annabelle G; Patrick T; Milla B; 

 

Principal’s Address 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Book WEEK! What a Week!!!  

Our Book Week was the best! Thank you, Mrs Ireland! The Book 
Fair saw more books purchased than there has been for years, 
our students looked fabulous in their outfits at the parade and our 
Where’s Wally Hunt was super exciting for our students and 
teachers, a whole lot of fun! It was great after two years to get Book 
Week back to its original format. Please see pictures from the day.  

Athletics Zone Carnival 2022 

Congratulations Holgate Public School on excellent effort, 
performance, and behaviour at the Zone Athletics Carnival. Thank 
you, Ms Davis, Mrs Nguyen, and Mr Kirkland, for organising our 
students and our office staff for coordinating the huge amount of 
paperwork. It was great to hear that so many of our parents were 
there cheering on our students.  

COVID Guidelines – unchanged  

While the peak of the current COVID-19 wave is likely behind us, NSW Health and Department of Education 
are continuing to emphasise that infection numbers are still high and that now is not the time to become 
complacent. Students and staff should stay at home if they are unwell, and only return to school once they 
are well again. All other COVID guidelines such as additional cleaning and hygiene practices continue to 
remain in place.  



Cybersafe Parent Webinar   

The Department of Education is currently offering a free 
webinar that will provide parents and carers of 10–18-year-
old children with an understanding of how games, apps and 
social media can influence young people’s mental wellbeing. 
You can learn about: 

• current research on young people, time online and 
mental health 

• what to do about accidental exposure to content 
about suicide, self-harm or eating disorders 

• using games, apps and social media to support 
mental wellbeing 

• strategies for young people to support friends online. 
 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/cybermarvel/parents  

Webinar dates: 

• Wednesday, 12 October 2022 at 7:30pm 
 
• Monday, 17 October 2022 at 12:30pm  

 
• Thursday, 27 October 2022 at 12:30pm 

 

Register for the webinar using this QR code: 

How to keep your children safe online video 

Keeping your children safe online is a challenge. Watch this video to learn how you can use technology to 
create a safe online environment for them. 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/cybermarvel/parents  

Cybersafe HPS Virtual Incursion  

Holgate will be undertaking virtual incursion on cybersafety during October. Teachers will utilise Department 
of Education stage-based classroom virtual incursions and resources.  

The virtual incursions are: 

 
• Tuesday 18 October 2 - 2:45pm 2/3 (Year 3) and 3/4 - Be an eSafe Kid Be safe and be supporting 

online 
 

• Thursday 20 October 2 - 2:45pm Kindergarten, 1/2 and 2/3 (Year 2) - Ollie Online online safety and 
digital citizenship 

 
• Friday 21 October 2 - 2:45pm 5/6 - Habits of a Safe Digital Citizen 

  

 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/education-and-training/cybermarvel/parents
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Peer Support K-6 

On Wednesday, 31 August, Year 6 completed a Peer Support Training 
Workshop. Peer Support is a leadership program where Year 6 students learn 
the skills needed to lead small groups. The Peer Support Program is based on 
Resilience and Critical and Creative Thinking and will be led by Year 6 in Term 
3. As part of the Peer Support K-5 students will learn resilience and creative 
critical thinking skills through games and hands-on activities led by our Year 6 
leaders. Our Peer Support program is a very exciting part of the year for 
students. Thank you, Mrs Papps, for organising 2022 Peer Support!!!  

NAPLAN Reports 
 

National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
reports for Years 3 and 5 have been sent home this week. Tests were 
held in May this year. 

The NSW Education Standards Authority administers NAPLAN in 
NSW for the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting 
Authority (ACARA). 

NAPLAN assesses aspects of literacy including reading, spelling, 
grammar and punctuation and writing, as well as numeracy. 

NAPLAN tests are designed to provide you, your child and their teachers with 
information about how your child's learning is progressing and where they need 
support to improve their literacy and numeracy skills. 

For information to assist in understanding your child's test results please see 
the link in the letter accompanying your report. Teachers are best placed to 
provide further insight into your child's educational progress. 

If you have any questions about the NAPLAN program, please 
contact the NAPLAN team on 1300 119 556 / 02 9367 8382 or email 
naplan.nsw@nesa.nsw.edu.au 

Father’s Day 

Thanks to the P&C members, volunteers and staff that came to run 
our Father’s Day BBQ, it was great to see so many of our dad’s and 
grandparents at the school. Congratulations to the raffle winners 
and please see photos below. I hope all our families have a lovely 
day this weekend. 

Kind Regards - Vanessa Gordon Principal  

School News 
 
Zone Athletics Carnival 

Last Thursday forty Holgate students competed in a range of Athletics Events at the Mingara Regional 
Athletics Centre. Every student competed to the best of their ability and were outstanding representatives of 
our school. 

Some highlights from the day: Clara R finishing 3rd in the 1500m, Thijs E finishing 3rd in the Senior Boys Shot 
Put and Knox B qualifying for the 8yr Boys 100m Final, finishing 6th overall.  

mailto:naplan.nsw@nesa.nsw.edu.au


A big thank you to Mr Kirkland as our team manager for the day who helped ensure all students did not miss 
an event and Mrs Nguyen for her assistance entering and tracking results.  

A big congratulations to all the competitors from the day.  

Ms Davis 

Tell Them From Me (TTFM) 
 
This Term, our school will be participating in the Partners in Learning parent survey, another part of the Tell 
Them From Me suite of surveys (student, teacher and parent surveys) on student engagement. The survey 
asks parents and carers questions about different factors that are known to impact on student wellbeing 
and engagement. 

Running this survey will help our school understand parents’ and carers’ perspectives on their child’s 
experience at school. These include: communication between parents/carers and staff, activities and 
practices at home and parent/carer views on the school's support of learning and behaviour. This valuable 
feedback helps guide future school practical improvements.   

The survey is conducted entirely online on smartphones, iPads, tablets, laptops or computers. The survey 
will typically take 15 minutes or less to complete and is completely confidential. The parent survey opens 
Monday 5 September and concludes in Term 4 on Friday 4 November. Although participating in the 
survey is entirely voluntary, your responses are appreciated.   

More information about the survey is available at: education.nsw.gov.au/ttfm.  

To access the survey for our school go to:  
http://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/holgate2022 

The survey is available in 23 languages.  

Your time and opinion is very much appreciated.  

Thank you - Rebecca Rodwell – Assistant Principal 

 
P & C News 

 

Much Awaited Trivia Night is Coming!!! 

When: Friday 21 October - Time: 7pm till late - Cost- $30 per head 

Fancy dress plus theme your Team 

If you would like to book your table of 10-12 please email holgatepandc@gmail.com with your team names 
and theme. Your payment needs to be made as a whole table (not single tickets) of 10 or 12, so $300 or 
$360. Payment can be made online to the P&C ACCOUNT or cash can be handed to the office.  

Please reference with “TeamNameTrivia” 

P&C Meeting 

Our next P&C Meeting will be held in the staffroom office at 7pm Monday 5 September 2022. Keep an eye 
on the Facebook page for the online link.  

Don’t forget to join our Holgate P&C Facebook Page and the Holgate Canteen Page for updates. 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/student-wellbeing/tell-them-from-me.html
http://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/holgate2022
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Photos from Book Week 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

  



 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi there, my name is Tanya Kane and I'm the Fundraising Coordinator of our local Aboriginal 
Education Consultive Group (AECG) 2022. I'm currently organising an end-of-year awards 
ceremony to recognise the achievements of Aboriginal students in our local area, scheduled for 
(insert date). 

The Awards for students range from Kindergarten to year 12. We are seeking donations from 
local organisations so that we may reward Aboriginal students for their outstanding efforts 
throughout this school year. 

There are 12 categories of recognition, these are: Cultural Participation Award, Community and 
Citizenship Award, Creative Arts Award, Performing Arts Award, Academic Award, Leadership 
Award, Sporting Achievement Award, Project Participation Award / Community Project Award, 
Dedication to Learning Award, Recognition for 2021 Teachers, Teacher Contribution Award (one 
award each for primary and high school) Community, Community Member Award. 

There will be two awards per category – one each for primary and high school students. Any 
donation that you may be able to offer would be very greatly appreciated. I look forward to 
receiving a response from you at your earliest convenience. 

Yours sincerely - Tanya Kane 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


