
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

The newsletter is published fortnightly, the next in February 2021 

Principal’s Address 
 

Dear Holgate Families 

Best Wishes New Year and Holidays  

Thank you to students, parents, community, teachers and staff. It has been a challenging year, one we all 
will not forget. This year has seen our community develop resilience and an ability to cope with change in our 
daily life. Congratulations everyone, we made it!  I wish you and your family all the best for the holidays, time 
to recharge, reconnect and enjoy summer. I know 2021 will be sensational and our students will continue to 
thrive. I know restrictions will ease and many of our great activities and events will return.  

Presentation Ceremony  

It was fantastic to celebrate and acknowledge our students, their achievements and hard work throughout 
2020 at our annual Presentation Ceremony. Well done to those who received an award and thank you to 
those who joined in our live streaming. 

Congratulations to our student leaders 2021! 

It was fantastic to announce at the Presentation Ceremony our 2021 Leadership Team. Congratulations to 
our school leaders for 2021: 

Girl Captain – Ava K   

Boy Captain – Archie L 

Up and coming events 
Event Year Date Note Due/Cost 

Year 6 Mini Fete K - 6 Friday 11 December $5 - Overdue 
Year 6 Farewell  Years 5 and 6 Monday 14 December Year 5 - $10; Year 6 - $20 
Last Day for students K - 6 Wednesday 16 December  
2021    
Staff Development Days 1 and 2  Wed 27 and Thu 28 January 2021  
Years 1 – 6 Return Yrs 1 – 6 Friday 29 January 2021  
Best Start Testing Kindy 2021 Kindy 2021 Mon1 and Tue 2 February 2021  
Kindergarten 2021 start Kindy 2021 Wednesday 3 February 2021  
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Girl Vice Captain – Grace G  

Boy Vice Captain – Seth K  

Banksia House - Nick L and Aiden T  

Wattle House - Lincoln P and Charlotte R 

Waratah House  - Finlay M and Yu-Jie B  

I look forward to working with you all and watching you grow and learn in these roles.  

TASK (The After Skool Klub) is here at Holgate 2021 

Holgate TASK is here for Before and After School Care starting Friday 21 January. Please see inserted flyer 
for information. Please email TASK on enrol@task-kids.com.au or call TASK Central on 1300 827500 with 
any questions at all.  

2021 First Day 

Students will be in their old classes initially to connect with familiar faces and teachers on Friday 29 January. 
Throughout the course of the first few days students will be placed into their new classes for 2021 once 
student numbers have been confirmed.  

Class composition and placement is a siginifcant process. We always consider the student numbers per 
grade, academic, social and emotional needs of each student first. Following that gender and friendships. It 
is a detailed and well thought out process.  

Staff Development Days and Back to School 2021 

On Wednesday 27 January and Thursday 28 January staff return for staff development days. Holgate staff 
will undertake professional learning on literacy, numeracy and supporting students with complex learning 
needs and undertaking compliance training. Students 1- 6 return to school Friday 29 January. Kindergarten 
undergo Best Start Assessment Monday 1 February and Tuesday 2 February. Kindergarten start Wednesday 
3 February 8:45am to 2:30pm for the first week only.  

School Security  

The School Security number is 1300 880 021 if you notice anything during the holiday period.   

Share our Space is returning 

The Share our Space program is recommencing during the summer school holidays. There will be routine 
security checks throughout the day and cleaning.  

Student Reports 

The end of year Student Reports will be forwarded home to parents tomorrow Friday 11 December. Students 
from Years 1 to 6 are assessed on a five-point scale in all Key Learning Areas. The gradings are: limited, 
basic, sound, high and outstanding. A description of each grading will be on the front of the reports. The 
majority of students will achieve a ‘sound’ grading. A ‘sound’ grading indicates: The student has a sound 
knowledge and understanding of the main areas of content and has achieved an adequate 
level of competence in the processes and skills. Sound means they are achieving at grade 
level. Teachers will be assessing and reporting on the work that has been programmed 
for Semester 2. Students in Kindergarten have a different report which indicates their 
progress in meeting the outcomes of the Kindergarten syllabus.  
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Please ensure that you read through these reports with your children and celebrate their successes for the 
year. 

End of Year Buzz! 

Today we have Inflatable Fun here. WOW! So much laughter is being had and such a great end of year 
activity. Tomorrow, Mini Fete, I know our Year 6 are so excited to lead and organise this event.   

Guard of Honour  

The Year 6 Guard of Honour will occur on the last day, Wednesday 16 December, at 2:40pm. Parents and 
carers will not be allowed onsite, however, lining up and social distancing outside the school fencing can 
occur. This year I will not be visible, as I too will be meeting my youngest daughter Hope at the gate for her 
last walk out of primary school. To our Year 6 students and families all the best in the next educational step 
in life to High School.  

All the best.  

Vanessa Gordon  

COVID-19 Message from NSW Government 
 

As we come closer to the end of the school year, we’d like to extend our thanks to you, our parent community, 
for demonstrating so much resilience and patience towards the circumstances we faced together. We strived 
together to get the best outcomes for our students despite the pandemic and you have stayed by our side 
the entire time. Thank you again. 

We will be sending a COVID-safe summer pack to each student before the year ends. The contents of the 
pack will help students maintain healthy hygiene practices and to stay COVID-safe during the school holidays. 

Here are some quick tips to help you and your families stay COVID-safe during the school holidays: 

• Encourage your children to use their packs whenever they leave the house 
• Meet outdoors whenever possible and wear sunscreen 
• Meet in small groups 
• Encourage good hand hygiene practices and remind your children to cough and sneeze into their elbow 
• Keep up-to-date with the latest health information by monitoring the NSW Government website  
• External link 

From all of us at Holgate Public School, be safe and enjoy the school holidays. 

Greetings from the P&C 
 

2020 has been an unusual year for all, however the P&C have remained busy throughout. Although our fund 
raising activity has been reduced due to social distancing requirements, there has been no shortage of 
activity. Some of the highlights included:  

• Funding and installation of the new playground sun-shades through successful grant applications worth 
over $40k 

• Provision of new iPads for classrooms valued over $9k 
• Provision of new School Sports shirts for students representing Holgate in Zone sporting events 
• Thanks to Richard and his helpful team of volunteers for managing the P&C Healthy School Canteen and 

providing a much welcomed break from packed lunches for students and parents alike on Fridays - 
furthermore, for the first time in many years, the canteen is now turning over a modest profit 
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• We had a Parents Appreciation Stall giving kids the opportunity to shop for special gifts for their parents 
• The second hand clothing store has continued to provide many with an alternative option for uniform 

purchases 
• Plus we've provided special teaching resources for many classrooms 

Thank you Holgate School Staff 

Thank you to the fantastic teachers and staff for a delivering a great year for the kids despite the challenges 
of 2020. We all look forward to the return of some sort of normality in 2021. In the interim, we wish all a well 
earned break over the holiday period. 

BBQ area refurbishment over summer break 

The P&C have been successful in another grant funding application for the refurbishment of the communal 
BBQ area. The grant is worth over $17k, and refurbishment works are due to be completed over the summer 
break - so we all look forward to enjoying the new facility at a community event in the new year. 

Training Band Instruments for hire 

Do you have a budding young musician considering joining the School Band next year? The P&C have 
a Euphonium, Trumpet and Trombone available to hire at extremely reasonable rates for new musicians 
wanting to try their hand at a new skill. If you're interested in hiring, please contact us via email on 
holgate.pandc@gmail.com for more information. 

Thank you P&C Committee 

Thank you to all the P&C committee members who have been involved in the multitude of activities that keep 
so many things going behind the scenes - the contribution to the school that the P&C group has provided is 
significant. We all appreciate your hard work. Thank you. 

All the best wishes of the season to everyone from the P&C - and we look forward 
to seeing you in 2021. 

Regards, 

Ian Goodman 

Greetings from the canteen 
 

Greetings from the canteen 

Well what a year it’s been. I can’t quite believe that it’s the final week of canteen for 2020. Time really flies 
when you’re having fun. For the final week, the canteen will hopefully have everything available but if 
something is not available I will find out an alternative so they won’t go hungry. 

Thank you to all the fabulous volunteers who give up a little part of their day to help out. Without you all, the 
canteen couldn’t function. Thank you.  

I would like to wish everybody a fabulous festive period and a happy new year and I’ll be back in 2021 to do 
it all again. 

WE ARE A HEALTHY SCHOOL CANTEEN for 2020 

All money that is received into the canteen in the morning will be cleaned prior to being given as change and 
separate containers will be used when recess and lunch money is received, so as not to cross contaminate 
clean and dirty money. This is just a small measure we are taking to keep everyone safe. Kids are always 
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encouraged to wash their hands and sanitiser will be available if needed. Social distancing will be 
encouraged. 

Don’t forget to checkout our Facebook page: 

 https://www.facebook.com/Holgate-PC-Canteen-103292007744955/ 

Search Holgate P&C Canteen or follow the link to find us and keep up to date with what’s going on. Please 
complete lunch orders on a brown lunch bag (no small zip lock bags) with CHILD’S NAME, CLASS and 
ORDER with prices and please include payment.  

 Recess items on the menu are only sold over the counter at recess. Please don’t order recess items on 
lunch orders. Just come at recess and say g’day and it will be ready. 

 Ice blocks, chips and drinks will all be sold over the counter at lunch. Drinks can be ordered on the lunch 
order and will be placed in the bag with lunch. 

 Please double check all currency. Australian dollars only please. 
 Canteen menu is available on the school website and also SkoolBag app. 

Thank you. 

Richard Shedden - Canteen Co-ordinator – 0451 944 475 

 

TASK (The After School Klub) 

Please see the links for Dec/Jan TASK Holiday Programs, at Erina Heights Public School. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5822f5c9893fc00a1ffb3f27/t/5fc08d6fe6d49a06bbac482d/16064546
58707/DEC+2020+HP+-+ERINA+HEIGHTS.pdf 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5822f5c9893fc00a1ffb3f27/t/5fc09742e6d49a06bbad0b08/16064572
06816/HP+ERINA+HEIGHTS+-+summer+20%3A21.pdf 
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School Requirements for 2021 

Please write names on all personal items. The materials ensure students are ready to learn and have the 
necessary equipment.  

Item ES1 Kinder Stage One 

Years 1 & 2 

Stage Two 

Years 3 & 4 

Stage 3 

Years 5 & 6 

Colour pencils   X X 

Textas    Optional Optional 

Highlighters   X X X 

HB pencils x5   X X 

Blue pens    X – Year 4 X 

Red pens   X – Year 4 X 

Eraser   X X 

Sharpener    X X 

Scissors    X X 

Glue sticks x 3 

Good quality please  

X X X X 

Homework Book   A4 Scrap Book  A4 Scrap Book  A4 Scrap Book  

30cm wooden / 
plastic ruler 

  X X 

Pencil case    X X 

Pack of whiteboard 
markers  

X X2 X2 X2 

One black 
permanent marker 
medium tip 

  X X 

USB    X 

Tissues X X X X 

Wipes X X X X 

Paint shirt X    

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


